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Amendments to the Claims: 



Replacement Claim Set: 



1-2. (cancelled). 



3. (currently amended) Th e imag e forming m e thod 91 claim 1 , 

An image forming method comprising the steps of: 

developing an electrostatic latent image og an image forming body employing a 
developing agent composed of flattened^ spheroidal toner particles to form a toner 
image; 

transferring the toner image form/d on the image forming body onto a transfer 
material; and 

fixing the toner image on th^ transfer material by a fixing device having a fixing 
member provided with a neat soiifeelKereh^and a pressing member, 

wherein the flattened ^^eroi^k toner parti/les satisfy the following conditions: 

ri_lr\_ is not/less than 0.6 ana^aoj^nore than 1.0; 

d/r? is riot less than 0.1 and not more than 0.5; 

r? is/not less than 5 \xm and not more than 20 }xm: and 

r /is not less than 5 [am and not more than 20 fim. 



wherein n represents an average length of a major axis of each of the flattened 
toner particles, r? represents an average length of a minor axis of each of the 
flattened toner particles, and d represents an average thickness of each of the 
flattened toner particles. 
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wherein the developing agent is a two-component developing agent composed of 
the flattened toner particles and carrier particles, each of the flattened toner 
particles is attached onto the image forming body in the developing step and er 
the transfer material in the transferring step in such a mannep^that a surface 
perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each of the flattened toner particles 
comes into contact with a surface of the image forming body and of a surface of 
the transfer material. 



(currently amended) The image forming meth6d of claim 3, wherein an electric 
charge is applied to the flattened toner particles by a frictional charging with the 
carrier particles, each of the flattened toner particles is attached onto each of the 
carrier particles, and said developing step is conducted in a condition where a 
surface coverage ratio by a sectionar area of a portion perpendicular to the 
direction of the thickness of eachvof the flattened toner particles to a surface area 
of each of the carrier particles is 40 to 80°/ 

5. (cancelled). 

6. (currently amended) The image forming method of claim 4-3, wherein the 
developing agent is a/two-component developing agent composed of the flattened 
toner particles and /airier particles, said developing step is conducted in a 
condition where the flattened toner particles are attached to latent image portions 
on the image fanning body and where external additives are attached to each of 
the flattened toner particles, a condition of |Q'| > |Q| is satisfied wherein Q' (j^C/g) 
represents a/charge quantity of the flattened toner particles with the external 
additives attached thereto and Q (|iC/g) represents a charge quantity of the 
flattened /oner particles without the external additives attached thereto, and a 
surface perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each of the flattened toner 
particles is attached to a surface of the image forming body. 
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(original) The image forming method of claim 6, whereinJ^Q' | / 1 Q | is not less 
than 1 . 1 and not more than 1 .5. 

(currently amended) The image forming methefa of claim 6, wherein said 
developing step is conducted in such a manner that the a^surface cov e ring 
coverage ratio by th e s e ctional ar e a of tft e portion p e rpendicular to the dir e ction of 
th e thickn e ss of the external additives to a surface area of each of the flattened 
toner particles to th e sup e rficial aj? 6 a of e ach of th e carri e r particl e s is 50 to 100%. 

(currently amended) The im^ge forming method of claim 4-3, wherein the 
developing agent is a two-component developing agent composed of the flattened 
toner particles and carrier particles, said developing step is conducted in a 
condition where the flattened toner particles are attached to latent image portions 
on the image forming body and where a surface perpendicular to a direction of the 
thickness of each of the flattened toner particles is/attached to a surface of the 
image forming body while external additives ar/ attached to each of the flattened 
toner particles,y4nd the following conation Satisfied, 

p/r is not more than 10' and not less than 5x10", wherein p represents a 
diameter of each of the particles of the external additives, r represents a diameter 
of each of the flattened toner particles. 

10. (original) The image forming method of claim 9, wherein p/d is not more than 3 
x \0f l and not less than 3 x 10" 2 , wherein d represents a thickness of each of the 
flattened toner particles. 



1 1 . /original) The image forming method of claim 9, wherein an annexing amount of 
the external additives attached to the surface of the flattened toner particles is 0.1 
to 5.0% by weight. 
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12. (original) The image forming method of claim 9, wherein second external 
additives each having a diameter larger than each of said externaj/additives are 
used with said external additives. 

13. (currently amended) The image forming method of clain* 4-3 5 wherein the 
developing agent is a two-component developing agent composed of the flattened 
toner particles and carrier particles, said developing^step is conducted in a 
condition where a surface perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each of 
the flattened toner particles is attached to latent image portions on the image 
forming body, the flattened toner particles are prepared by flattening-processing 
of spherical polymerization toner particle^, and in a particle size distribution of 
the spherical polymerization toner particles for use in preparing the flattened toner 
particles, more than 80% of the spherical polymerization toner particles satisfy the 
following expression, 



1/2 k do/cu (M) < 2 

wherein do represents a diameter of eadh of the stffierical toner particles, and do 
(M) represents an average particle diameter ofthe spherical toner particles. 

14. (original) The imaged forming method of :laim 13, wherein more than 95% of the 
spherical polymerization toner particles satisfy the following expression, 

1/2 < do/do (M) < 2. 

15. (currently amended) The image forming method of claim 4-3, wherein the 
developing agent is a two-component developing agent composed of the flattened 
toner particles and carrier particles, said developing step is conducted in a 
condition where a surface perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each of 
the flattened toner particles is attached to latent image portions on the image 
fom/ing body, and in a ratio distribution of a thickness d to a diameter r of each of 
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the flattened toner particles, more than 80% of the flattened toner particles satisfy 
the following expression, 

1/2 < (d/r)/(d/r) (M) < 2, 

wherein (d/r) (M) represents an average ratio of the tljrckness d to the diameter r 
of the flattened toner particles. 

16. (original) The image forming method of claim Y5, wherein more than 95% of the 
flattened toner particles satisfy the following Repression, 

1/2 < (d/r) / (d/r/(M) < 2. 

17. (currently amended) Th e imag e fomnng m e thod of claim 1, 

An image forming method comprising the stepsjjfL 

developing an electrostatic la#ht irAage on an ima forming body employing a 
developing agent composed of flattened spheroidal toner particles to form a toner 
image; 

transferring the toner/mage formed on tb/image forming body onto a transfer 
material; and 

fixing the toner /mage on the transfer material by a fixing device having a fixing 
member provided with a heat source therein and a pressing member, 

wherein the flattened spheroidal toner particles satisfy the following conditions: 

i_lx \_ is not less than 0.6 and not more than 1 .0; 

d/r? is not less than 0. 1 and not more than 0.5; 

r? is not less than 5 fim and not more than 20 |xm; and 
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wherein n represents an average length of a major axis of eacli of the flattened 
toner particles, ^represents an average length of a minor axis of each of the 
flattened toner particles, and d represents an average thickness of each of the 
flattened toner particles, 

wherein the developing agent is a single-comppnent developing agent composed 
of the flattened toner particles, each of the flattened toner particles is attached 
onto the image forming body in the developing step and of the transfer material in 
the transferring step in such a manner that a surface perpendicular to a direction of 
the thickness of each of the flattened/toner particles comes into contact with a 
surface of the image forming body and er a surface of the transfer material. 



1 8. (currently amended) The intage forming method of claim 1 7, wherein an electric 
charge is applied to the fl^enedto«er-p»ti^les by a frictional charging between a 
developing sleeve and % pressing member in a aWeloping device, each of the 
flattened toner particles is attached onto the developing sleeve in a condition 
where the surface perpendicular to tRe direction of the thickness of each of the 
flattened toner particles comes into contagf with a surface of the developing 
sleeve, and sai<a developing step is conducted in such a manner that a surface 
coverage ratio by a sectional area of a portion perpendicular to the direction of the 
thickness of each of the flattened toner particles to a surface area of the 
developing sleeve is 60 to 12%. 

19. (cancelled). 

20. (currently amended) The image forming method of claim 4T7, wherein the 
developing agent is a single-component developing agent composed of the 
lattened toner particles, said developing step is conducted in condition where the 
lattened toner particles are attached to latent image portions on the image 
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forming body and where external additives are attached to each of the/flattened 
toner particles, a condition of |Q'| > |Q| is satisfied wherein Q' (u0/g) represents 
a charging amount of the flattened toner particles with the external additives 
attached thereto and Q (|iC/g) represents a charging amount of the flattened toner 
particles without the external additives attached thereto/ and a surface 
perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each/of the flattened toner particles 
is attached to a surface of the image forming boch 

21. (original) The image forming method of cl^im 20, wherein | Q' | / | Q | is not less 
than 1 . 1 and not more than 1.5. 

22. (currently amended) The image forrcung method of claim 2320, wherein said 
developing step is conducted in such a manner that thea surface coverage ratio by 
th e s e ctional ar e a of th e portio^perp e r^ dir e ction of th e thickn e ss of 
the external additives to a surface area\ of each of tnte flattened toner particles te 
th e sup e rficial ar e a of e ach^f th e carriejr particl e s isf50 to 100%. 




23. (currently amended) ^jphe image formingynethpu of claim 4-17, wherein the 
developing agent is a single-component developing agent composed of the 
flattened toner particles, said developiijg'step is conducted in a condition where 
the flattened toner particles are attached to latent image portions on the image 
forming body And where a surface perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of 
each of the flattened toner particles is attached to a surface of the image forming 
body while^ external additives are attached to each of the flattened toner particles, 
and the fallowing condition is satisfied, 

p/r is not more than 10" 1 and not less than 5 x 10" 3 , wherein p represents a 
diameter of each of the particles of the external additives, r represents a diameter 
of eadh of the flattened toner particles. 
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24. (original) The image forming method of claim 23, wherein p/d is nptmore than 3 
x 10" 1 and not less than 3 x 1 0" 2 , wherein d represents a thicknes^of each of the 
flattened toner particles. 

25. (original) The image forming method of claim 23, wherein an annexing amount 
of the external additives attached to the surface of t^e flattened toner particles is 
0.1 to 5.0% by weight. 



26. (original) The image forming method of claim 23, wherein second external 

additives each having a diameter larger th^n each of said external additives are 
used with said external additives. 

27-30. (cancelled). 

31. (currently amended) The imag e /forming method of claim 1, 

An image forming method comprisi 

developing an electrostatic latent image on an image forming body employing a 
developing agent com^sed of flattened spheroidal toner particles to form a toner 
image; 

transferring the toner image formed on the image forming body onto a transfer 
material; and 

fixing device having a fixing member provided with a heat source therein and a 
pressing member. 




wherein the flattened spheroidal toner particles satisfy the following conditions: 



r?/n is not less than 0.6 and not more than 1.0; 



d/r? is not less than 0.1 and not more than 0.5; 
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n is not less than 5 \xm and not more than 20 \xm^ 

wherein r \ represents an average length of a major axisK)f each of the flattened 
toner particles, r? represents an average length of a/minor axis of each of the 
flattened toner particles, and d represents an average thickness of each of the 
flattened toner particles, 

wherein said fixing step comprises: 

forming an electric field in the fixing device in such a manner that a surface 
perpendicular to a direction of the thickness of each of the flattened toner particles 
comes into contact with a surface of the transfer material; and 

fixing the flattened toner particles attached to the transfer material thereon while 
applying pressure to the/ransfer material. 

32. (currently amended/ The ircmge forming metnpd of claim 4-31, 

wherein said developing step compromises j&peating of the developing of the 
latent image w form toner images, 

the image /orming method further Comprising the step of superimposing the toner 
images op. the image forming body to form a color toner image, 

said transferring step comprises transferring collectively the color toner image 
formfed on the image forming body onto the transfer material T^and 

said fixing st e p comprises: 

forming an e l e ctric fi e ld in th e fixing d e vic e in such a mann e r that a surfac e 
cular to a dir e ction of th e thickn e ss of e ach of th e flatt e n e d ton e r particl e s com e s 



p e rp e nc 



into coi 



:t with a surfac e of th e transf e r mat e rial to attach th e r e to; and 
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fixing th e sup e rimpos e d flatt e n e d ton e r particl e s attachpd to th e transf e r mat e rial 
th e r e on whil e applying pr e ssur e to th e transf e r mat e rial . 

33. (currently amended) The image forming method of claim ±31, 

wherein said developing step comprises developing each of latent images formed 
on respective image forming bodies of plural image forming units which are 
arranged on an intermediate transfer body to form toner images, in which 
different colored toners are contained in each unit, 

said transferring step comprises trsmsfeiiingand superimposing successively the 
toner images formed/on the-fespeative image forming bodies onto the 
intermediate transfer body to formia color toner image, and then transferring 
collectively the color toner image opto t#e transfer material ^-and 

said fixing st e p compris e s: 

forming an/ e l e ctric fi e ld in th e fixing d e vic e in such a manner that a surfac e 
p e rpendicular to k dir e ction of th e thickn e ss of e ach of th e flatt e n e d ton e r particl e s com e s 
into contact witp a surfac e of th e transf e r mat e rial to attach th e r e to; and 

fixing tn e sup e rimpos e d flatt e n e d ton e r particl e s attached to the transf e r material 
th e r e on whil e applying pr e ssur e to th e transf e r mat e rial . 
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